
WELS CONNECTIONS 
This month’s WELS Connection shares how 

WELS Christian Aid and Relief worked with 

a congregation to help a member family in 

need with a personal relief grant. In Forward 

in Christ, you’ll read about a different kind 

of grant available for congregations: Com-

munity Care and Compassion Matching 

Grants, which provide funding for congre-

gations to conduct compassion ministry in 

their local communities.  

Want to learn more about Forward in Christ magazine 
and how it fits into your congregation’s mission? Host 
a Forward in Christ Sunday. Executive editor James 
Pope is available to preach and/or conduct Bible  
class to share more about the synod’s official maga-
zine and the importance of staying in God’s Word. 

Submit your request at forwardinchrist.net/submit. 
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WHAT’S INSIDE AND ONLINE!

Over the course of 13 years, Seth 
Loersch copied the entire NIV Bible by 
hand into notebooks. Read more about 
Seth, his family, and his faith (p. 12). 

In 2025, WELS is celebrating its 175th 
anniversary. Why is our history so 
important as we look forward to the 
future? Find out on p. 10. 

How can congregations help their 
members serve the Lord? Read about 
member ministry in the latest “Free  
in Christ” article (p. 18). 

Included in this issue is the list of the top 10 articles written 

in 2024 that were viewed the most on Forward in Christ’s 

website, forwardinchrist.net. 

FIC’s website has much to offer, including 

• past articles that you may have missed (or want to  

read again), 

• additional content that adds on to stories in the print 

magazine, 

• special holiday content, 

• online Bible studies, and 

• promotional materials. 

Find out what you may be missing at forwardinchrist.net. 

While you’re there, sign up for weekly content through an 

FIC e-newsletter.

Host a Forward in Christ Sunday in 2025

EXPLORE JANUARY 2025 ARTICLES 
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