
Choosing to study for 
the full-time ministry is 
a big decision. In this 
issue, a teacher looks 
back to her college 
days and shares how 
important encourage-
ment was to her along 
the way (p. 27). Then 

learn how—and why—a mission congre-
gation is supporting a current Martin 
Luther College student (p. 20). 

Want to help 
your congre-
gation under-
stand the 
importance 
of the Chris-
tian church 
year? Prof. 
Mark Paus-

tian makes it personal in his 
beautiful account of “The story 
of us” (p. 10). 

Eric Schroeder  
explores the often-
asked question, 
“Does Christian 
freedom give me 
the right to do any-
thing?” (p. 12). His 
article connects 
well with another 

Q&A and Bible study exploring how we  
can give God glory through our different 
vocations (pp. 14,15).

;
Have small group ministries at your congregation? Forward  

in Christ can be an extra resource, offering articles and  

concepts to discuss. 

• Mission-minded groups: Learn more about the TELL  

Network (p. 26), ministry in Ukraine (p. 18), and mission  

opportunities in Canada (p. 7). 

• Mom’s group or parent organization: Talk about how to  

help your child have an optimistic attitude, this month’s  

topic for “Parent conversations” (pp. 16,17). Plus don’t miss  

the review of a new family devotional resource from North-

western Publishing House (p. 23). 

• Small group Bible study: Go through two Bible studies:  

one looking at the relationship between faith and science  

(p. 31) and one exploring vocation (p. 15).

SHARE
     WELS 

CONNECTIONS 

In January, we look back at the ministry 
opportunities in 2020, both in WELS Con-
nection and in the new annual report com-
ing out this month. Forward in Christ builds 
on several stories, including sharing more 
about World Missions’ TELL Network (p. 26); 
introducing new members from home mis-
sion congregation Hope, Toronto, Ontario 
(p. 7); and encouraging ministerial education 
students like Jordan Massiah (p. 20).

what s inside

EXPLORE JANUARY 2021 ARTICLES 

Running short on copies? Make sure your 
members can get Forward in Christ each 
month. Order more of this month’s issue  
or add to your monthly bulk subscription.  
_________________________________ 
Contact Northwestern Publishing House,  
nphperiodicals@nph.wels.net;  
800-662-6093, ext. 5613.

DON’T RUN OUT!
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                                         This year, we’re 

                                         starting a new 

Bible reading plan called “God’s story of 

our salvation,” which traces God’s grace 

through Bible accounts. Encourage your 

members—both first-time and longtime 

Bible readers—to dig into God’s Word 

with these weekly readings (p. 33).

DIG IN


